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Make HIV count where you live 

 
Canada is committed to stopping new infections and ensuring the health of people living with HIV. 
To do so, we need political leaders from all parties to return funding promised to the Federal 
Initiative to Address HIV/AIDS in Canada. We also need them to stand up and fight for the health 
and social policies that will stem the epidemic. 
 
The Canadian AIDS movement can’t work alone. We need your help as voters to assist us in 
ensuring that our leaders also bring forward the important health and social justice issues that are 
at the root of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Exercise your democratic right to vote and hold leaders 
accountable. 
 

In this election YOU can make a positive difference.  We are asking people to: 

• VOTE – make sure that you vote and that your friends and families vote 
• EDUCATE  politicians, friends, family and your community – talk about the services that 

exist, where there are gaps, and what would happen if the funds are cut in the future.   
• INFORM – write letters to the editor with your perspective on the issues. 
• ASK QUESTIONS – Go to all candidates meeting and ask the each candidate what their 

party will do if they form the next government 

Both the Canadian AIDS Society and the Ontario AIDS Network have great website resources and 
materials to reference.   

http://www.cdnaids.ca/election2008 

http://www.ontarioaidsnetwork.on.ca/election_2008 

In addition, below are the kinds of questions that are important for us to be asking publicly of our 
candidates.   

If any public statements or commitments related to HIV/AIDS are made at meetings that you 
attend, please document them and communicate it with the OAN and CAS.  These can be 
important tools for working with a new government and ensuring that HIV/AIDS issues are not lost. 

Questions: 
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1. Will you and your party commit to restoring funding for the Federal Initiative to Address 
HIV/AIDS in Canada to $84.4 million as was originally intended? 

2. What will your party do to ensure that harm reduction approaches are included in the 
overall strategy to address problematic substance use in Canada? 

3. How will you and your party ensure that all Canadians, including those who are particularly 
vulnerable to HIV, such as drug users, sex workers and gay men and MSM, have equal 
access to prevention, care, treatment and support? 

4. Canada needs a long-term strategy on homelessness. Short-term strategies do not allow 
for the predictability that is needed to create lasting solutions to homelessness. Would your 
party commit to predictable, long-term funding to support a national strategy on 
homelessness? 

5. Lack of affordable, quality childcare is one of the major barriers preventing families in low 
income from obtaining work. Lack of childcare also has a disproportionate impact on 
women. Will your party commit to raising the annual Child Tax Benefit to $5100 per child 
and restore agreements with provinces and territories for child care programs?  

6. Despite a healthy economy, the number of people living in poverty in Canada has remained 
high and for some groups, such as recent immigrants and youth, has increased 
significantly. Economic growth and tax cuts have not solved this challenge. What steps will 
you and your party take towards eradicating poverty in Canada? Would you support the 
development and implementation of a poverty reduction strategy for Canada? 

7. Given that microbicides, when available, would be an effective, user initiated, easy to use 
protection against HIV, will you and your party support the increase of funding allocated to 
Microbicide research and community engagement?  

8. While the HIV/AIDS movement in Canada was thrilled at the news of the creation of the 
Canadian HIV Vaccines Initiative, it was a direct blow to this very sector when funds from 
the community were used to finance this Initiative. If you are elected, will your party fund 
the community to the level outlined in the Federal Initiative? 

9. If you are elected, what will your party do to ensure that Canada is placing human rights 
and gender equality at the centre of our response to HIV both here at home and through 
our international efforts? 

Studies have shown that youth look to schools for accurate, balanced information on substance 
use and sexual health and yet access to this information is inconsistent across Canada. Will your 
government take the lead and work with the provinces and territories as well as community-based 
groups to ensure that all youth have access to this information? 
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Pie In The Sky – Help make the Pie bigger!     
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One Life – www.luvU2.ca 
Send a message to someone you care, you love.  It will raise money and awareness.  
For every message sent, Bristol-Myers Squibb will donate $1 for future AIDS-related programs.  
For every message sent you tell someone you care. 

 
 

Spearhead Food Drive at Play on Church 
Saturday October 4 - 504 Church Street, from 1 - 5pm 

Bring non-perishable food items. 
 

Come out and cast your vote for TICOT Empress & Emperor! 
Oct 2nd (5-8pm) or 4th (12-5pm) – The 519 Church St Community Centre 

You don’t need to be a TICOT member to vote! 
(Each resident of the Imperial Realm – Toronto – who wishes to vote must complete a ballot registration form 

and present a valid photo identification that includes current address, or 2 pieces of I.D.: one photo 
identification with the voter’s name and one non photo I.D. which includes name & current address.) 
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http://www.luvU2.ca


 

Page 8 of 9 

 

PWA eBlast October 2008 

Fundraising Events 
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