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Gay men driving 
their sexual health 

and well-being

Background

People living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHIVs) are determined to have full
voice in their healthcare and program needs 

This now includes the previously
taboo area of prevention

Criminalization is contributing to the need
for involvement in prevention activities

Leadership

Gay Men's Sexual Health Alliance
(GMSH) - Poz Prevention Working Group

Development of an Initial framework,
values and definition

Presentations throughout Ontario to
promote discussion and understanding

PWA Leadership

Key staff have been involved throughout
the development and work of GMSH

Development of an agency Position Paper

Presentations and KTE activities

Resources

Developed in partnership between PWA & GMSH

Poz Prevention - knowledge and practice
guidance for providing sexual health
services to gay men living with HIV in
Ontario (EN and FR)

Pozitively Healthy - a gay man's guide to
sex and health in Ontario (EN & FR)Engagement

PHA Engagement in Poz Prevention for
Gay Men - PWA program

Bathhouse outreach

Peer consultations

Service Provider training

Information Sessions

Committee work

Creating dialogue & narrative

Creating a new community value around stigma.

Meeting people where they are at

Increased intensity and impact of
interactions based on PLWHIV
perceptions of Peer Educators as both
mirror and mentor

Shift to more complex understanding of
living healthy, successful and contributory
lives free of stigma and prejudice,
including sexual freedom

Transferability

Development of a Provincial Network

Service Provider Trainings

Health policy conversations

Next Steps

Policy & guideline development

Accountability structures
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‘We don’t often make time to have these kinds 

of conversations but it’s important in the 

creation of new knowledge. There are great 

applicable outcomes that come from having 

the space to have these conversations. [...]”

“…and one guy during outreach 
came up and asked ‘you’re really poz?’ 

and he was just so amazed that I 
could be out to talking about it.” 

“I’m actually stunned and happier than I’ve ever 
been from what has been offered... It’s about time! 

This is what I call Good Health!” 
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